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Introductory Notes

While preparing for the Chinese Language Proficiency Exam (CLPE, [HSK, B iE/KF
#iX Hanyu Shuiping Kdoshi]), administered by the Hanban in the People’s Republic of
China, you will face the issue of mastering the foreign languge (here: Chinese) via the
four communicative language skills of speaking, writing, listening and reading com-
prehension. “You won’t be able to achieve any level of mastering such languge skills
without a sound knowledge of its “material” like the knowlege of Chinese characters,
their pronunciation, a certain amount of vocabulary acquired and following an essen-
tial set of grammatical rules. This book in your hands will cover all the necssary mate-
rial that is needed as a pre-requisite for masterin the four communicative languages
skills. In other words, you will find here all the essential material covering Chinese
characters, vocabulary and Grammar Points enabling you to communicate effectively
and efficiently by making use of the four communicative language skills up to a level

that is relevant for your appropriate level of chosen from among the six difficulty le-
vels of the CLPE (HSK).

Fig. 1 demonstrates this inter-relationship between these four communicative lan-
guage skills and the basic “material” underlying them:

Language
ctiv \uc ve pagsmg{mceghze

oral ———+ SPEAKING »  LISTENING
wrillen ———* WRITING READING
The “Tools”
Chinese cha14 Vocabulary Grammar
(writing system)
Figure 1

The system of the six difficulty levels of the CLPE (HSK) itself is organised and de-
fined in terms of the three basic difficulty levels Elementary, Intemediate and Advanced.
These three basic difficulty levels again are sub-divided into respective “sub-levels”
like Elementary 1 and 2, Intermediate 1 and 2, and Advanced 1 and 2. “1” and “2” gener-
ally stand here for the sub-levels of “Lower” and “Upper” with respect to the three ba-
sic language difficulty levels Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced, respectively.
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Hene, we have a differentiation system of Lower and Upper Elementary, Intermediate
and Advanced language difficulty levels in foreign language learning and teaching,
now also to be applied to CHINESE AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE.

Fig. 2 indicates these languages difficuilty levels and relates them to the difficulty le-
vels of the CLPE (HSK) and the Common European Framework of Reference for Lan-
guages (CEFR) in the following way:

Language | Division into HSK CEFRL*
Skill Level | Lower and
Upper Level
Elementary Lower HSK level 1 Al
Upper HSK level 2 A2
Intermediate Lower HSK level 3 B1
Upper HSK level 4 B2
Advanced Lower HSK level 5 c1
Upper HSK level 6 L2

* Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

Figure 2

Based on this division, we have divided and organised the material of Chinese charac-
ters, vocabulary and Grammar Points to be mstered for each of the six language diffi-
culty levels of the CLPE into three volumes, each of them covering the language mate-
rial for two language difficulty levels of the CLPE:

e Volume I covers the HSK Levels 1 and 2 and is thus called the Elementary HSK Le-
vel.

o Volume II covers the HSK Levels 3 and 4 and is called the Intermediate HSK Level.

e Volume III covers the HSK Levels 5 and 6 and is consequently called the Advanced
HSK Level.

In each of these three volumes and for each of the two HSK language difficulty levels
covered there, the followiung material is presented in depth:

® Chinese Characters
e Vocabulary
e Grammar Points
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We will now deal with these three sections in more detail and explain the organisation
of the material in each of them.

Chinese Characters

Generally, Chinese characters for each HSL Level are presented according to their in-
dividual number of strokes. We hope that this sorting will assist in effectively memor-
ising them for active and passive language use in communication practice. For those
HSK Level units with an inventory of over 250 Chinese unique characters set, the
number of characters were sub-divided into parts such as HSK 4A, HSK 4B, HSK 4C,
etc. HSK distribution of Chinese characters and their sub-divisions according to indi-
vidual stroke number for each HSK difficulty level are shown in Figure 3 below.

HSK Level Parts Strokes Amount of
Unique Hanzi
1 - 1 - 15 strokes 178
2 - 3 - 16 Strokes 71
3 - 2 - 16 strokes 274
4 4A 1 - 8 strokes Total: 452
4A: 177
4B 8 - 11 strokes 4B: 180
4C 11 - 19 strokes 4C: 95
5 SA 1 - 8 strokes Total: 636
5A:178
5B 8 - 10 strokes 5B: 174
5C 10 - 13 strokes 5C: 179
5D 13 - 23 strokes 5D: 102
6 6A 3 - 8 strokes Total: 924
6A: 179
6B 8 - 9 strokes 6B: 179
6C 9 - 11 strokes 6C: 179
6D 11 - 13 strokes 6D: 179
6E 13 - 22 strokes 6E: 209
Figure 3

Each section on Chinese characters covers the following:

® Character Lists for each HSK difficulty level. This listing will help you to see which
characters are included for each respective HSK exam level, and you can test yoursel
at a first glance which of them are already known to you and do not present any pro-
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blems in writing and comprehension. This “pre-selection” then would enable you to
concenrate on those not yet known and to pay special attention to them.

o Chinese - English Character Glossaries for each HSK difficulty level again follow the
same principle of order arrangement acording to the individual number of strokes of
these characters liste in the inventory for each HSK level. These glossaries contain in-
formation on pronunciation of characters in Hanyu Pinyin transcription followed by
English Meaning definitions.

e Stroke Order of Chinese Characters for each HSK Level allow you to practice the writ-
ing of Chinese characters by drawig along the shaded lines with a thin pencil in the
stroke order section. The lay-out of these worksheets is explained in more detail below
(Figure 4).

English Meaning Definitions and
Character Entry with Hanyu Pinyin transcription stroke order of character

Indication of HSK Level
Indicating Radical

HSK Level 3
hinese Character Stroke er

\ T il IVI',./ Definition and Stroke /
s. ! I / Dpower Jforce Jstrength  dability Sstrenuoushy By i Li
11 5 : l';

X T{once) again  Zoko Thoth... and... Tand y f{used for emphass) anyway

- % X
f Tten thousand Fa grest mumber Jsurmarme Wan

K 1long) tima E{M{mn of time
{id ﬁ ﬁ\h
e

T 90

1.- _‘-«mq-‘w mmn-r.-rr1 {omrigr or It |1 o Eemmawy Ty R AT WD
% V'r':-n w 43 repOnl Bdnd N0 1T Mm@ Sty dhhan S
--. g\:u-u---r ) Ol 'uh
i ﬂ: ﬂ:- ﬂ-—

I

Ummouth  (Ecizssifier lor things with mouths (people, domestic animals, cannons, wells eic)
Jcimesfier for bites or mouthfuls

kéu
Urmountan  ghill Tanything that resembles a mountain  AO00E rud] Shundied straw
I in which Silkwnrms spen coooans  (fgabie Faumarme Shan

Sl IR PN P

Figure 4

Note that for all those sections in the Chinese Character parts of the book, the princi-
ples arrangement of characters is the same in sequence: Sorting is acording to their in-
dividual number of strokes, with those lower in stroke number listed first and fol-
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lowed by those higher in number of their respective individual number of strokes.This
way of sorting is also advantageous if you need to locate a certain character in any of
these sections.

Vocabulary

In this part of the book, you will deal with words instead of characters. This disctinction
is important in terms of Chinese grammar and Linguistic Science of Chinese. Since
Chinese characters carry meaning, they easily may be confused with words from a
Western point of view. In the early days of modern Chinese Linguistics, this distinc-
tion was a matter of debate among scholars and led to the conclusion that the tradi-
tional Western framework of grammar was not applicable here and that a separate
graar framework was needed for the Chinese language beause of its extreme diver-
gence in comparison to the larger family of Indo-European languages.

Word entries in this part of the book are listed alphabetically according to their tran-

scription in Hanyu Pinyin as the following sampe extract from Volume II for HSK Le-
vel 3 indicates (Figure 5).

A

frriEayi ¢ {colloquial} auntie (mo-
ther's sister) ¢ auntie (term of address
for a woman of one's parent's genera-
tion) ¢ {Mainland usage} (in a home)
nanny, nursemaid, housekeeper; (in a
nursery school or kindergarten) child-
care worker

frl @& ¢ {regional} dear...(name
prefix, used to form terms of endear-
ment; prefix before a kinship term) ©
Afghanistan (short form for Afuhan [ef
BiF) ¢ A (surname)

O ¢ short (in stature), low (in
height) ¢ inferior to

%ifaihdo ¢ hobby, an activity one
likes ¢ like, love, be fond of, be keen
on

ZEFanjing ¢ quiet, calm, noiseless ¢
peaceful

Figure 5

B

2 ba ¢ {grammar} take... (and
do sth with it) (auxiliary verb used to
introduce the direct object of a sen-
tence in front of the main verb) ¢
hold, grasp, grip ¢ hold (a baby out to
relieve itself) ¢ grab, control, monopo-
lize ¢ {sports, colloquial} guard, watch
(like a goal) ¢ {colloquial} be close to
¢ hold sth together ¢ {regional} give,
offer ¢ handlebar (like of a bicycle) ©
bunch, bundle, handful ¢ {measure
word} (used for tools and other things
with a handle, like key, scissors, um-
brella, sword, etc., or for things that
can be grasped [chair], or for certain
abstract things [vears, strength, effort],
a movement of the hands [like a push,
a helping hand]) ¢ '"approximately"
(when following numerals/measure
words, like bii bd nidn HE4F "approx.
100 vears") ¢ refers to sworn brother-
hood (as in baibdzi FFH'+ 'become
sworn brothers")

Pt ban ¢ (of school) class, grade
¢ (of airline) flight ¢ shift, duty, work



The arrangement of data in this part of the book is largely self-explanatory and does
not require any further comments.

Grammar Points

Again, the arrangement of the material in this last part of the book is largely self-ex-
planatory and does not require any further comment. The Overview in this part of the
book lists all the important grammar points required for each HSK exam level (Figure
6 below; sample extract below is taken from the HSK 6 Grammar Point part in Volume
111).

Overview

Words and Phrases 7.1 ey
1. Nouns: L3 72 Bt
2. Verbs Senternces
21 %= 8. Special Sentence Patterns
22 5 8.1 Pivotal Sentences

8114
3. Adjectives : % 8.1.2 Jk

8.2 Sentences of Comparison: AT nB
4. Adverbs (X 2./ B4 ) + Adjective
4.1 18
42 fRA Complex Sentences
4.3 Bk 9. Complex Sentences
4.4 73R 9.1 FEAR/ FEER, o o
4.5 fal A Bis o o
4.6 T 9.2 Other Complex Structures |
4.7 % 921 Tw, . . , WA/MHE, . .
4.8 #i%% 922 5H, . ., T, . .
4.9 77 9.3. Other Complex Structures 11

931 @, . ., 2. . .

5. Prepositions
5.1 &

52

88-F

54 & T

6. Conjunctions: 1L}

7. Particles

932 Ho s o, (B o o
933 (FF) o o, TR . o
94 BIE. . o . TR L
9.5 M. o o , M/ . .

Fixed Struclires
10. Fixed Structures: ., . . AT

Suggested Further Reading

Figure 6
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