
Thomas Jordan

Quality of Life 
and Early British 
Migration

S P R I N G E R  B R I E F S  I N  W E L L  B E I N G  A N D
Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E  R E S E A R C H



SpringerBriefs in Well-Being and Quality
of Life Research



SpringerBriefs in Well-Being and Quality-of-Life Research are concise summaries
of cutting-edge research and practical applications across the field of well-being and
quality of life research. These compact refereed monographs are under the editorial
supervision of an international Advisory Board*. Volumes are 50 to 125 pages
(approximately 20,000–70,000 words), with a clear focus. The series covers a range
of content from professional to academic such as: snapshots of hot and/or emerging
topics, in-depth case studies, and timely reports of state-of-the art analytical
techniques. The scope of the series spans the entire field of Well-Being Research
and Quality-of-Life Studies, with a view to significantly advance research. The
character of the series is international and interdisciplinary and will include research
areas such as: health, cross-cultural studies, gender, children, education, work and
organizational issues, relationships, job satisfaction, religion, spirituality, ageing
from the perspectives of sociology, psychology, philosophy, public health and
economics in relation to Well-being and Quality-of-Life research. Volumes in the
series may analyze past, present and/or future trends, as well as their determinants
and consequences. Both solicited and unsolicited manuscripts are considered for
publication in this series. SpringerBriefs in Well-Being and Quality-of-Life
Research will be of interest to a wide range of individuals with interest in quality
of life studies, including sociologists, psychologists, economists, philosophers,
health researchers, as well as practitioners across the social sciences. Briefs will be
published as part of Springer’s eBook collection, with millions of users worldwide.
In addition, Briefs will be available for individual print and electronic purchase.
Briefs are characterized by fast, global electronic dissemination, standard publish-
ing contracts, easy-to-use manuscript preparation and formatting guidelines, and
expedited production schedules. We aim for publication 8–12 weeks after
acceptance.

More information about this series at http://www.springer.com/series/10150

http://www.springer.com/series/10150


Thomas Jordan

Quality of Life and Early
British Migration

123



Thomas Jordan
University of Missouri–St. Louis
St. Louis, Missouri, MO, USA

ISSN 2211-7644 ISSN 2211-7652 (electronic)
SpringerBriefs in Well-Being and Quality of Life Research
ISBN 978-3-030-33076-7 ISBN 978-3-030-33077-4 (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-33077-4

© The Author(s), under exclusive license to Springer Nature Switzerland AG 2020
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse of
illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by similar
or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from
the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this
book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the
authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained
herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with regard
to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

This Springer imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-33077-4




And having thus endeavored to discharge
our duties in this weighty affair … and to
approve our sincerity therein (so far as lay
in us) to the consciences of all men; although
we know it impossible (in such variety of
apprehensions, humours and interests as are
in the world) to please all; nor can expect
that men of factious, peevish, and perverse
spirits should be satisfied with anything that
can be done in this kind by any other than
themselves: Yet we have good hope, that what
is here presented, and hath been… with great
diligence examined… will also be accepted
and approved by all sober, peaceable, and
truly conscientious…
Preface (1662), Book of Common Prayer



O rare Brad Bomanz (1946–2017)



Introduction

This monograph begins by addressing elements of this one method in the study of
quality of life. Chapter 1 considers ways in which aspects of social life in eras
before structure inquiry into the quality of life. Examples are social class, docu-
mentary sources on mortality, and ways in which data are set forth. Chapter 2 more
explicitly considers an era before our own—the seventeenth century, with attention
to estimating the quality of life experienced by British immigrants to the North
American colonies. The status and quality of life which people crossing the Atlantic
Ocean under the legal contract, the indenture, is examined. Their experience
travelling to the New World, and their fate there, is appraised stochastically (using
the adverb in the etymological sense) drawing on documentary sources.

A second analysis, Chap. 3, describes and numerically estimates the quality of
life among Britons condemned to transportation beyond the seas, to Australia in the
middle decades of the nineteenth century. Migrants include men, women, and boys,
and their profiles of quality of life are grouped by gender and by age.

Both groups of migrants are evaluated using a profile of eighteen items, which
are estimated using numerical values from −2, through 0, and the highest estimate
is +2, to appraise the quality of life. The processes of emigration are placed in the
social-political contexts of the seventeenth and nineteenth centuries.
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