
Edited by
Rotem Kowner · Guy Bar-Oz · Michal Biran 
Meir Shahar · Gideon Shelach-Lavi

THE PALGRAVE MACMILLAN 
ANIMAL ETHICS SERIES

Animals and Human
Society in Asia
Historical, Cultural and 
Ethical Perspectives



The Palgrave Macmillan Animal Ethics Series

Series Editors
Andrew Linzey  

Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics  
Oxford, UK

Priscilla N. Cohn  
Pennsylvania State University  

Villanova, PA, USA

Associate Editor
Clair Linzey  

Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics  
Oxford, UK



In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the ethics of our 
treatment of animals. Philosophers have led the way, and now a range 
of other scholars have followed from historians to social scientists. From 
being a marginal issue, animals have become an emerging issue in ethics 
and in multidisciplinary inquiry. This series will explore the challenges 
that Animal Ethics poses, both conceptually and practically, to tradi-
tional understandings of human-animal relations. Specifically, the Series 
will:

•	 provide a range of key introductory and advanced texts that map out 
ethical positions on animals

•	 publish pioneering work written by new, as well as accomplished, 
scholars;

•	 produce texts from a variety of disciplines that are multidisciplinary 
in character or have multidisciplinary relevance.

More information about this series at  
http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/14421

http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/14421
http://www.palgrave.com/gp/series/14421


Rotem Kowner · Guy Bar-Oz ·  
Michal Biran · Meir Shahar ·  

Gideon Shelach-Lavi 
Editors

Animals and Human 
Society in Asia

Historical, Cultural and Ethical 
Perspectives



Editors
Rotem Kowner
Department of Asian Studies
The University of Haifa
Haifa, Israel

Guy Bar-Oz
Zinman Institute of Archaeology
The University of Haifa
Haifa, Israel

Michal Biran
Institute of Asian and African Studies
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Jerusalem, Israel

Meir Shahar
Department of East Asian Studies
Tel Aviv University
Tel Aviv, Israel

Gideon Shelach-Lavi
Department of Asian Studies
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Jerusalem, Israel

The Palgrave Macmillan Animal Ethics Series
ISBN 978-3-030-24362-3	 ISBN 978-3-030-24363-0  (eBook)
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-24363-0

© The Editor(s) (if applicable) and The Author(s) 2019, corrected publication 2019
This work is subject to copyright. All rights are solely and exclusively licensed by the Publisher, whether 
the whole or part of the material is concerned, specifically the rights of translation, reprinting, reuse 
of illustrations, recitation, broadcasting, reproduction on microfilms or in any other physical way, and 
transmission or information storage and retrieval, electronic adaptation, computer software, or by 
similar or dissimilar methodology now known or hereafter developed.
The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, etc. in this 
publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt 
from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use.
The publisher, the authors and the editors are safe to assume that the advice and information in this 
book are believed to be true and accurate at the date of publication. Neither the publisher nor the 
authors or the editors give a warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material contained 
herein or for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The publisher remains neutral with 
regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

Cover illustration: golero/Getty

This Palgrave Macmillan imprint is published by the registered company Springer Nature Switzerland AG 
The registered company address is: Gewerbestrasse 11, 6330 Cham, Switzerland

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-24363-0


To our beloved domestic (Asian) animals,

Bagira (of the Shelach-Lavi family)
Bijo and Gogo (of the Bar-Oz family)

Dolev (of the Biran family)
Loustique and Tutu (of the Kowner family)
Pomi and Carmen (of the Shahar family)



vii

Series Editors’ Preface

This is a new book series for a new field of inquiry: Animal Ethics.
In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the ethics of our 

treatment of animals. Philosophers have led the way, and now a range 
of other scholars have followed from historians to social scientists. From 
being a marginal issue, animals have become an emerging issue in ethics 
and in multidisciplinary inquiry.

In addition, a rethink of the status of animals has been fuelled by a 
range of scientific investigations which have revealed the complexity of 
animal sentiency, cognition, and awareness. The ethical implications of 
this new knowledge have yet to be properly evaluated, but it is becom-
ing clear that the old view that animals are mere things, tools, machines, 
or commodities cannot be sustained ethically.

But it is not only philosophy and science that are putting animals 
on the agenda. Increasingly, in Europe and the United States, animals 
are becoming a political issue as political parties vie for the “green” and 
“animal” vote. In turn, political scientists are beginning to look again at 
the history of political thought in relation to animals, and historians are 
beginning to revisit the political history of animal protection.
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As animals grow as an issue of importance, there have been more 
collaborative academic ventures leading to conference volumes, special 
journal issues, indeed new academic animal journals as well. Moreover, 
we have witnessed the growth of academic courses, as well as univer-
sity posts, in Animal Ethics, Animal Welfare, Animal Rights, Animal 
Law, Animals and Philosophy, Human–Animal Studies, Critical Animal 
Studies, Animals and Society, Animals in Literature, Animals and 
Religion—tangible signs that a new academic discipline is emerging.

“Animal Ethics” is the new term for the academic exploration of the 
moral status of the non-human—an exploration that explicitly involves 
a focus on what we owe animals morally, and which also helps us to 
understand the influences—social, legal, cultural, religious, and politi-
cal—that legitimate animal abuse. This series explores the challenges 
that Animal Ethics poses, both conceptually and practically, to tradi-
tional understandings of human–animal relations.

The series is needed for three reasons: (i) to provide the texts that 
will service the new university courses on animals; (ii) to support the 
increasing number of students studying and academics researching in 
animal related fields; and (iii) because there is currently no book series 
that is a focus for multidisciplinary research in the field.

Specifically, the series will

•	 provide a range of key introductory and advanced texts that map out 
ethical positions on animals;

•	 publish pioneering work written by new, as well as accomplished, 
scholars; and

•	 produce texts from a variety of disciplines that are multidisciplinary 
in character or have multidisciplinary relevance.

The new Palgrave Macmillan Series on Animal Ethics is the result 
of a unique partnership between Palgrave Macmillan and the Ferrater 
Mora Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics. The series is an integral part 
of the mission of the Centre to put animals on the intellectual agenda 
by facilitating academic research and publication. The series is also a 
natural complement to one of the Centre’s other major projects, the 
Journal of Animal Ethics. The Centre is an independent “think tank” for 
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the advancement of progressive thought about animals, and is the first 
Centre of its kind in the world. It aims to demonstrate rigorous intellec-
tual enquiry and the highest standards of scholarship. It strives to be a 
world-class center of academic excellence in its field.

We invite academics to visit the Centre’s website www.oxfordanimale-
thics.com and to contact us with new book proposals for the series.

Oxford, UK  
Villanova, USA

Andrew Linzey
Priscilla N. Cohn

General Editors

http://www.oxfordanimalethics.com
http://www.oxfordanimalethics.com
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Preface

This volume represents the end result of a prolonged project that 
involved a large-scale conference, two workshops, numerous meetings, 
and the formation of an extensive network of scholars interested in vari-
ous topics related to animals and human society in Asia.

We could not have developed this joint research project, nor com-
pleted the preparation of this specific volume without the gen-
erous support and cordial assistance of several organizations and 
numerous individuals. We are particularly grateful to the Asian Sphere 
Program—a joint graduate program at the Hebrew University and the 
University of Haifa, funded by the Humanities Fund of the Planning 
and Budgeting Committee of the Council for Higher Education in 
Israel (VATAT) and Yad Hanadiv—for supporting this project since 
its inception. In addition, we thank the Frieberg Center for East Asian 
Studies and the Confucius Institute at the Hebrew University for their 
contribution to the Asian Sphere conference and the Jerusalem work-
shop. We also thank the Jerusalem ERC project “Mobility Empire 
and Cross Cultural Contacts in Mongol Eurasia” and the Max Planck 
Institute for the History of Science at Berlin, especially Prof. Dagmar 
Schafer and Dr. Tamar Novick who co-convened and co-funded 
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the workshop  “Movement, Temporality, and Exchange: Animals in 
Mongol Eurasia,” held in Jerusalem on February 27, 2017. Four of its 
presentations have ended up in this volume. By the same token, we 
are also grateful to Lauriane Piette and Preetha Kuttiappan of Palgrave 
Macmillan for navigating the production of the manuscript safely and 
professionally. Finally, we thank the authors of this volume, many of 
whom are leading authorities in their respective fields, for their coopera-
tion and their cordial response to the demands raised by editorial needs.

Haifa, Israel  
Haifa, Israel  
Jerusalem, Israel  
Tel Aviv, Israel  
Jerusalem, Israel

Rotem Kowner
Guy Bar-Oz

Michal Biran
Meir Shahar

Gideon Shelach-Lavi
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xix

Conventions

In accordance with commonly accepted practices in academic writing, 
Chinese, Japanese, and Korean names are given in the East Asian order, 
namely surnames first. Exceptions are made for Americans of East Asian 
ancestry and for East Asian authors who publish in English and give 
their surname last. Chinese names and terms are written according to 
the pinyin transliteration system. Chinese emperors since the Ming 
dynasty (1368–1644) are referred to by their reign-title (e.g. the Wanli 
Emperor) rather than their given name. Japanese names and terms are 
written according to the revised Hepburn transliteration system, the 
Kodansha Encyclopedia, and the 4th edition of Kenkyusha’s New Japanese-
English Dictionary, whereas romanization of given names follows the 
Nihonshi jinmei yomikata. The macrons above some of the Japanese 
names and terms indicate a long vowel (e.g., Chūō Kōron), except 
for commonly used terms or those adopted into the English lexicon 
(e.g., shogun). Korean names and terms follow Revised Romanization 
of Korean. Names and terms of Mongolian origin are transliter-
ated according to Antoine Mostaert’s scheme as modified by Francis 
Woodman Cleaves, with a few exceptions (ch instead of č; gh instead 
of ğ; j instead of ǰ; and sh instead of š). Names and terms in Arabic are 
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written according 1991 ALA-LC romanization of the American Library 
Association and the Library of Congress, whereas Hebrew name and 
terms are transliterated according to Society of Biblical Literature (SBL) 
Handbook of Style.

Place names are spelled in the way most familiar to English-speaking 
readers, provided an English version exists and its pronunciation 
approximates their name in the original language (e.g., Osaka). In the 
same manner, the names of places of current importance are written 
according to present-day usage (e.g., Seoul and Beijing). For unfamiliar 
place names we have used the modern spelling employed in the coun-
tries concerned in the most commonly used transliteration. We use the 
term ‘Americans’ in its narrow sense, that is in reference to the United 
States and its citizens unless otherwise stated.
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