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Preface

v

It was in 2010, during the 21st Congress of the International Committee 
of Historical Sciences in Amsterdam, that the idea for this book was born. 
Even if ‘History Wars’ had not been a major theme of the congress, the 
topic would undoubtedly still have featured in many formal and informal 
discussions held during its course. It became evident that history-related 
conflict has become a worldwide phenomenon and increasingly the sub-
ject of public debate in many societies. It also became clear that these wars 
over the events of history as such were often translated into battles over 
the teaching of history in schools.

This was a phenomenon, we realised, that called for examination from a 
global perspective. We felt that a comprehensive reference work on contem-
porary conflicts over history education, which would analyse not only 
internationally well-known cases but also instances that have received little 
attention outside their national or regional contexts, would encourage 
research in this area and provide a useful guide for those approaching the 
field. Our intention in embarking upon the compilation of such a work was 
to map the conflicts, identify commonalities, locate and illuminate hidden 
rationales and connect the individual cases with the fundamental changes 
that have taken place globally since the early 1990s. We therefore invited 
scholars from around the world to submit case studies. To ensure consis-
tency across the contributions, we held a number of workshops and were 
able to present some results of these efforts at the 22nd Congress of the 
International Committee of Historical Sciences, which took place in Jinan, 
China, in 2015. The joint session on ‘Memory Wars: History Education 
between Politics, Scholarship, and the Media’ drew a wonderful arc between 
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the original idea for this book, which had come into being at the previous 
congress, five years previously and thousands of miles away, and the presen-
tation of initial results in the same intellectual environment.

The editors would like to take this opportunity to express their grateful 
thanks to all those who have actively supported and furthered this project. 
First among them are the contributors, who undertook the task of map-
ping public debates on history education and providing tools for further 
study. We owe them gratitude for their patience as well as their labours; a 
book with this kind of scope and so many scholars from highly diverse 
academic cultures is never a speedy publication project. Our thanks also 
go to the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki and the Università degli 
Studi di Roma ‘La Sapienza’, both of which organised and co-funded our 
two project meetings in Rome and Thessaloniki. We are particularly 
indebted to the Georg Eckert Institute for International Textbook 
Research, without whose long-standing commitment this ambitious pro-
ject would not have been possible. The institute offered a unique scholarly 
space in which to develop the rationale for this handbook during several 
workshops held at the ‘Villa von Bülow’ in Braunschweig, Germany. The 
GEI’s research library was an indispensable resource for such an interna-
tional project, as were the network of scholars and the digital infrastruc-
ture the institute has developed over many years. Additionally, the GEI 
supported the publication itself by allocating the resources necessary to 
achieve such a complex project.

Dr Marcus Otto enriched our discussions and contributed enormously 
towards developing the categorisation of cases employed in this hand-
book. Thanks are also due to Michael Annegarn-Gläß, Lisa Gerlach and Dr 
Wendy Anne Kopisch, whose assistance in the coordination of this project 
was indispensable. Without their commitment, diligence and reliability, 
this book would never have reached publication. The same is true of Dr 
Katherine Ebisch-Burton, who did a wonderful job in translating some of 
the case studies. The time, the impressive knowledge, and the formidable 
passion she invested in translating and editing the introduction was 
extremely valuable. Sophie Perl and Nicola Watson edited and/or translated 
the contributions to this book with precision, skill and experience. We are 
also grateful to Eva Fischer, Meyrick Payne and Karolina Kubista for their 
support at various stages of the publication process. The German Historical 
Institute in Washington, DC, supported the completion of this publica-
tion in many ways during its final stages, for which the editors express 
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their gratitude; particularly to David Lazar, senior editor at the GHI. At 
Palgrave Macmillan, we extend our warmest gratitude to Eleanor Christie 
and Rebecca Wyde for their expertise and understanding of the complexi-
ties involved in such a project; their invaluable support is much 
appreciated.

Finally, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all colleagues and fellows at the 
Georg Eckert Institute who supported us over the course of this project with 
their knowledge, access to their networks of scholars and their comments on 
our rationale, and of course to the two anonymous reviewers whose input and 
expertise were vital to the completion of the book.

Rome, Italy Luigi Cajani
Washington, DC  Simone Lässig
Thessaloniki, Greece  Maria Repoussi 
September 2018
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