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We dedicate this work to our collective ancestors those who ave living,
those who have passed on, and our chthonic ancestors. We also dedicate
this book to those seeking the Awakening force, may you be guided
by the love of the Enrth.
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction: A Meeting
of Decolonial Minds

Njoki Nathani Wane and Kimberly L. Todd

Abstract This chapter examines how decolonial scholars have engaged
and shaped decolonial discourse and posits that this text extends these
discourses by delving into the potentiality for decolonial pedagogy
to reformulate and reconfigure colonial structures. It maps the chap-
ters within this text and engages various sites of colonial oppression
by cutting across fields, geographies and institutions in order to trace
decolonial resistance. This chapter highlights the topics covered in this
anthology which include state power, the psychological sciences, edu-
cation and Indigenous technologies and provides a layout of the strate-
gies, critiques and research on how to transform these sites of colonial
oppression.

Keywords Decolonial pedagogy - Resistance + Colonial oppression +
Transformation
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2 N.N.WANE AND K. L. TODD

Decolonization, according to Joseph’s blog (2017), “is ...a long-term
process involving the bureaucratic, cultural, linguistic and psychological
divesting of colonial power” (p. 1). Joseph explains that “decoloniza-
tion is about shifting the way Indigenous Peoples view themselves and
the way non-Indigenous people view Indigenous Peoples” (p. 1). Our
book interrogates the notion of decolonizing pedagogy and in particular
educational institutions. The aim of the book is to capture the fluidity of
the decolonizing discourse. In the last decade, decolonization as a prac-
tice, theory or debate has been written about and researched so much so
that, if we are not careful, we might lose our agency and the very essence
of this important scholarship. In 1986, Ngugi wa Thiong’o released his
book: Decolonising the Mind. In this book Wa Thiong’o called us to look
into how western education was a colonizing tool and how language,
culture and religion were central to colonizing mission. Wa Thiong’o
building on the works of Fanon, Cheikh Anta Diop was calling on the
colonized people to decolonize their minds. In addition, others who
also echoed Wa Thiong’o were Chinua Achebe, Albert Memmi, Wole
Soyinka, Ashis Nandy, Aimé Césaire, Linda Tuhiwai Smith, just to name
a few. All these authors provided excellent analyses of the destruction of
cultural traditions, education and any form of social fabric through the
colonial machinery. Many of them went a step further and offered sug-
gestion on how to decolonize from the colonial master. Some spoke
about the importance of relearning Indigenous languages (Thiong’o
1986), while Smith (1999) talked of research as a dirty word and how
the colonizers had justified their colonial agenda through research. Albert
Memmi (1965) paid attention to the relationship between the colonizer
and the colonized. Many questioned how colonial systems disrupted
all forms of institutions, both public and private. In this anthology, our
focus is on decolonizing the pedagogy. Our debate in this anthology on
decolonial pedagogy in many ways, mirrors the journey that many scho-
lars, educators, activists and researchers have taken, in trying to make
sense of this colonial machinery that has an identity of its own.
Decolonizing of any form is a long and central component of colo-
nized subjects. The chapters in this anthology provide an excellent
analysis of how people have resisted despite the disruption. Decoloninl
Pedagogy: Examining Sites of Resistance, Resurgence, and Renewal there-
fore takes up the question of how to decolonize systemic structures,
institutions and educational systems that have emerged out of colonial
logics. This book delves into areas of psychology, education, spatial



