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Preparing for the impacts of climate change on the world’s cities is a major challenge 
of the twenty-first century. No-one today can really foresee the predicament in 
which a town or city will find itself 10, 20 or 30 years down the road. We must bear 
in mind that the greatest impacts of disasters resulting from climate change begin 
and end in cities.

Prevention can be greatly enhanced through better and smarter land-use planning 
and building codes so that cities keep their ecological footprint to the minimum, and 
ensure their residents, especially the poorest, are protected as best as possible against 
disaster.

By far the most vulnerable to natural disasters, the urban poor often have no 
choice but to live in sub-standard housing in places often prone to floods or land-
slides – places which lack even the most basic human services and where no-one 
else wants to live. When disaster strikes they have few or no private assets or social 
safety nets to fall back upon.

Unless the world takes decisive action, this problem may well worsen in coming 
decades ahead. Science tells us that already rising sea levels, cyclones, heat waves 
and droughts, changing rain patterns and other impacts of climate disruption are 
becoming increasingly manifest.

Furthermore in coming years, vulnerability increasingly will become urbanized 
given that already more than half of the world’s people now live in cities, and that 
projections show that by 2050 this figure will rise to 70%.

Similarly the number of slum dwellers is also set to rise. Make no mistake, it 
will be those living in absolute poverty, especially in the developing countries, who 
will suffer most in any climate crisis.

It is heartening that local leaders are beginning to find solutions to these problems. 
Cities are assessing which communities, places and sectors are most vulnerable. They 
are investing in climate proofing their infrastructure networks.

They are integrating adaptation action in urban planning initiatives and munici-
pal finance scenarios. Additionally, the international community is slowly waking 
up to the need and obligation for cities to become more resilient to the impacts that 
we expect from a changing climate.

We thus salute the Resilient Cities Congress and commend ICLEI for taking the 
lead in forging the partnership of organizations supporting the Congress.

Foreword



vi Foreword

As a former mayor I know that local officials and leaders often learn best from 
one another, and this Congress offers a golden opportunity. At the same time, the 
Congress is also an opportunity for all who deal with the very important urban 
dimension of climate change to interact with one another.

And finally the Congress offers city officials and their organizations an ideal 
opportunity to forge a common position from which to lobby national govern-
ments and the international community for a fair share of the adaptation resources 
pledged – resources cities so desperately need to become more resilient.

UN-HABITAT is honoured to serve on the Program Committee of the Resilient 
Cities Congress, and I am pleased to serve as a Patron of the Congress. The present 
proceedings document from the inaugural Congress of 2010 offers a wealth of 
insights into how to make cities more resilient.

At the same time I wish the distinguished delegates in the Resilient Cities 
Congresses every success with their deliberations now and in the future.

Dr. Joan Clos
Under-Secretary General United Nations

Executive Director UN-HABITAT
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