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Foreword

In recent years, the state of Rio de Janeiro has experienced an alternation of intense 
floods and droughts, whose unparalleled magnitude leaves little room for doubt that 
such phenomena derive from climate change. As a matter of fact, in a geographi-
cally diverse territory such as Rio’s, climate change impacts can be multifaceted, 
ranging from sea-level rise to landslides in mountainous areas. To face this reality, 
the state policy on climate change has established an ambitious set of mitigation and 
adaptation targets to be achieved by 2030. The latter is inextricably intertwined with 
the expansion of Rio Rural, a sustainable development program for rural areas 
under the auspices of the State Secretary for Agriculture and Livestock (SEAPEC). 
The centrality of this program for the state’s adaptation agenda is an example of its 
crucial importance for a wide array of topics that are decisive for Rio’s sustainable 
development, such as land restoration, integrated water management, and ecosys-
tem services, among others.

The program Rio Rural perfectly illustrates the key role regional governments 
usually play in sustainable development. On top of their multiple legal responsibili-
ties, policy tools, and financial mechanisms, regional governments are ideally suited 
to deal with issues that trespass local boundaries but are not necessarily nationwide, 
which is frequently the case of many topics related to sustainable development. 
Among these are ecosystem services and rural-urban linkages, for instance. While 
Rio de Janeiro is allegedly the most urbanized federated state in Brazil, traditional 
statistics often fail to translate the strategic value of its rural areas. The metropolitan 
region, where three out of every four persons live in the state, is highly reliant on 
surrounding rural areas for its water supply and food provision, for example. In this 
sense, the potential benefits of Rio Rural extend far beyond the targeted rural areas 
it covers. In fact, its territorial planning approach, which is focused on micro-
watersheds and several interventions it encompasses, such as water quality recov-
ery, soil conservation, reforestation, or infrastructure investments, can virtually 
benefit the entire state.

Bearing in mind the importance that Rio Rural has for the state of Rio de Janeiro, 
one can imagine how meaningful a project focused on offering integrated eco-
technology and services solutions to this program could be. This is the exact reason 
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why INTECRAL should be praised. As a jointly developed scientific cooperation 
supported by the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and 
SEAPEC, this project aims to improve the competitiveness of the rural economic 
sector in due consideration of a sustainable watershed management, including envi-
ronmental risk mitigation and protection of natural resources.

Considering that both Rio Rural and INTECRAL present innovative outcomes 
that are probably replicable in rural areas of other developing regions, their “strate-
gies and tools for a sustainable rural Rio de Janeiro” will certainly be inspirational 
for all those interested in exploring the multiple interlinkages of the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Agenda that flourish in rural areas.

	 Joan França
International Relations Officer  

for the State of Rio de Janeiro and former  
Project Manager of the Regions Adapt initiative

Foreword
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