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 A Brief Introduction to the Depiction of Dwarves in Tolkien’s 
 

  

  

 Peter Jackson’s Visual Creation of Erebor  
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 A Brief Introduction to Tolkien’s Dragons  

 The Dwarves’ Antagonist: Smaug  

 Eerie, Creepy and Dangerous: The Dragon’s Lair  
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Appendix: ‘Song of the Lonely Mountain’





“Part I: Approaching the Spatial Dimension”
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’ children’s novel The Hobbit, or There and Back Again

“‘
’”

“the 
reached the ears of the dragons”

quered the dwarf kingdom, dispersed the mountain’s inhabitants and converted 
“a bed of gold”

The Hobbit
‘Erebor’ is the Sindarin (Elvish) word for ‘Lonely Mountain’

The Hobbit
Tolkien explained his idiosyncratic spelling of the plural of ‘dwarf’ in a letter to the 
ditor of the ‘Observer’: “Grammar prescribes dwarfs dwarrows

dwarves
elves elf gnome goblin dwarf

tions of the Old Elvish names for beings of not quite the same kinds and functions”. 
Letters of J.R.R. Tolkien

‘Observer’, February 1938], original emphasis. I will, thus, ad pt Tolkien’s spelling and 

The Return of the King

that in contrast to scholars’ keen interest in 
language in Tolkien’s writings “there is comparatively little critical interest in the role of 

is fiction”, and encourages the analysis of the depiction of landscape by o
serving that “Tolkien was acutely aware of the significance of topography, and the wealth 

to this awareness”. Jane Suzanne Carroll. “A Topoa ”, 


