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We dedicate this book to all the Nasty Women
who bravely fight for a safe and equitable world



“She was warned.
She was given an explanation.
Nevertheless, she persisted.”

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell’s
response to Sen. Elizabeth Warren when she refused
to stop addressing the Senate on February 7, 2017

vii



Acknowledgements

We are grateful to the generations of feminists who came before us, set-
ting the stage for today’s activism and resistance to misogyny. We encour-
age our feminist peers and the feminists who follow to continue this work
until we finally achieve an equitable society. Women are strong, talented,
and powerful and their contributions to society must be acknowledged,
cultivated, and supported. We hope our successors will someday live in a
world without fear, discrimination, abuse, and harassment.

Jacqueline Ryan Vickery would like to thank her powerful feminist
mentors and friends who continue to shape her scholarship, activism,
and pedagogy. You provide the much-needed friendship, strength, righ-
teous anger, wisdom, and laughter that we all need to continue the fight
for equality: Megan Janicke, Jen Millspaugh Gray, Shaylynn Lynch
Lesinski, Hilary Hawkins Clay, Candice Haddad, Samantha Langsdale,
Jessalynn Keller, Mary Celeste Kearney, Shani Barrax Moore, Ricky Hill,
Meredith Hinton, Joy Denman Baldwin, and many more. She would
also like thank her parents, Michael and Deb Vickery, for enabling her to
always stand up for what is right. And to her husband, Joshua Vickery,
for his continued support of her goals, strength, and convictions.

Tracy Everbach would like to thank her parents, Nancy and George
Everbach, for instilling in her the importance of education and of social
justice. She also would like to acknowledge all the women (and a few
men) who inspired her and supported her careers in two male-dominated

ix



X Acknowledgements

industries — journalism and academia. And for his patience, kindness,
and love, she thanks her spouse, Jake Batsell, a man who proudly embraces
his own feminism.



1

Contents

The Persistence of Misogyny: From the Streets,
to Our Screens, to the White House
Jacqueline Ryan Vickery and Tracy Everbach

PartI Feminist Discourses

2

This Isn’t New: Gender, Publics, and the Internet
Jacqueline Ryan Vickery

Limitations of “Just Gender”: The Need

for an Intersectional Reframing of Online Harassment
Discourse and Research

Lucy Hackworth

Mediated Misogynoir: Intersecting Race and Gender

in Online Harassment

Stephanie Madden, Melissa Janoske, Rowena Briones Winkler,
and Amanda Nell Edgar

bell hooks and Consciousness-Raising: Argument
for a Fourth Wave of Feminism
Katie Blevins

29

31

51

71

91

Xi



xii

Contents

Part II Research and Case Studies

6

10

11

12

13

Mainstreaming Misogyny: The Beginning of the End
and the End of the Beginning in Gamergate Coverage
David Nieborg and Maxwell Foxman

“I Realized It Was About Them ... Not Me”: Women
Sports Journalists and Harassment
Tracy Everbach

Misogyny for Male Solidarity: Online Hate Discourse
Against Women in South Korea
Jinsook Kim

Don’t Mess with My Happy Place: Understanding
Misogyny in Fandom Communities
Guwendelyn S. Nisbett

Misogyny in the 2016 U.S. Presidential Election
Dustin Harp

Technology-Based Abuse: Intimate Partner Violence
and the Use of Information Communication
Technologies

Megan Lindsay Brown, Lauren A. Reed,

and [ill Theresa Messing

Leave a Comment: Consumer Responses to Advertising

Featuring “Real” Women
Amanda Mabry-Flynn and Sara Champlin

A Space for Women: Online Commenting
Forums as Indicators of Civility and Feminist
Community-Building

Joy Jenkins and ]. David Wolfgang

109

111

131

151

171

189

209

229

247



Contents

Part II Feminist Resistance

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Combating the Digital Spiral of Silence: Academic
Activists Versus Social Media Trolls
Candi Carter Olson and Victoria LaPoe

The Varieties of Feminist Counterspeech
in the Misogynistic Online World
Scott R. Stroud and William Cox

TrollBusters: Fighting Online Harassment of Women

Journalists
Michelle Ferrier and Nisha Garud-Patkar

The Global Anti-Street Harassment Movement:
Digitally-Enabled Feminist Activism
Karen Desborough

Celebrity Victims and Wimpy Snowflakes:

Using Personal Narratives to Challenge Digitally
Mediated Rape Culture

Kaitlyn Regehr and Jessica Ringrose

#NastyWomen: Reclaiming the Twitterverse
from Misogyny
Gina Masullo Chen, Paromita Pain, and Jinglun Zhang

Conclusion: What Can We Do About Mediated
Misogyny?

Jacqueline Ryan Vickery, Tracy Everbach, Lindsay Blackwell,
Mary Anne Franks, Barbara Friedman, Sheila Gibbons,
Tarleton Gillespie, and Adrienne Massanari

Appendix

Index

xiii

269

271

293

311

333

353

371

389

413

421



Notes on Contributors

Lindsay Blackwell is a PhD candidate at the University of Michigan’s School
of Information and a former fellow of the Institute for Research on Women and
Gender. Blackwell is a member of the university’s Social Media Research Lab,
where she researches the motivations of users who engage in online harassment.
In particular, Blackwell is interested in the use of online harassment to sanction
or punish behavior perceived as inappropriate, such as the public shaming of
public relations executive Justine Sacco in 2013 or the 2016 doxxing of Roosh
V., a notorious men’s rights activist. Blackwell draws from theories of social devi-
ance and criminal justice to better understand why every day people participate
in harassing behaviors online, and she plays an active role in supporting people
who are experiencing online harassment.

Katie Blevins received her PhD from the Pennsylvania State University. Prior
to arriving at the University of Idaho, she spent four years as a visiting assistant
professor of communications at Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas. Her
teaching focuses on media law, issues of gender and representation, and other
critical/cultural areas of interest. Her research looks at news coverage of legal
issues that impact women, freedom of information, and social media.

Megan Lindsay Brown is currently a postdoctoral fellow advised by Jill
Messing at Arizona State University. During her doctoral studies, Brown’s
research focused on the use of information communication technologies
(ICT) and the impact of mediated spaces on human development, specifically
young women. Her work has examined young adult dating relationships,

XV



XVi Notes on Contributors

online harassment, interventions using ICT, and the ways ICT interaction
impacts individuals’ perceptions during development. Currently, her research
is focused on the ways online safety planning can support women in domestic
violence shelters.

Sara Champlin is an assistant professor in the Mayborn School of Journalism
at the University of North Texas. She received her PhD in advertising from the
University of Texas at Austin. Her research focuses on using strategic communi-
cation campaigns to promote beneficial health outcomes. She is specifically
interested in health literacy — a person’s abilities to find, understand, use, and
communicate about health information. Within this context she is interested in
the emergence of risky behaviors and ways in which communication around
these issues can be promoted. Similatly, she aims to determine the factors that
impact health information-seeking.

Gina Masullo Chen is an assistant professor in the School of Journalism and a
faculty research associate with the Engaging News Project, both at The University
of Texas at Austin. She spent twenty years as a newspaper reporter and editor
before becoming an academic. Her research focuses on the online conversation
around the news, with a particular interest in both uncivil debate and how gen-
der intersects in this process. She is co-editor of Scandal in a Digital Age (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2016) and author of Online Incivility and Public Debate: Nasty Talk
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2017). Her research has been published in academic jour-
nals, including Communication Research, Computers in Human Behavior, Mass
Communication and Society, Journalism Practice, New Media & Society, and
Newspaper Research Journal.

William Cox is a doctoral student in the Department of Communication
Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. His research focuses on rhetoric and
rhetorical criticism.

Karen Desborough is a PhD candidate in the School of Sociology, Politics and
International Studies (SPAIS) at the University of Bristol, UK. Her research
examines the emergence, development, and impact of the global anti-street
harassment movement, focusing on the role of new digital technologies in
enabling the movement’s formation and expansion. In addition, she investigates
the mobilizing motivations of anti-harassment activists, and the challenges and
constraints they face and overcome. Finally, her research evaluates the impact of
the movement on resisting street harassment and realizing transformations in
gender relations.



Notes on Contributors XVii

Amanda Nell Edgar is an assistant professor in the Department of
Communication at the University of Memphis. Edgar’s research explores the
entanglement of sound and identity in popular culture. Specifically, she is inter-
ested in how sonic texts meet their audiences to shape both listener identity and
the political culture surrounding issues of race and gender. Her work has
appeared in Womens Studies in Communication, Critical Studies in Media
Communication, Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies, and other jour-
nals, and has been featured on the National Communication Association’s
Communication Currents.

Tracy Everbach is an associate professor of journalism in the Mayborn School
of Journalism at the University of North Texas. She teaches undergraduate and
graduate classes on race, gender and media, news reporting, mass communica-
tion theories, and qualitative research methods. Her research focuses on wom-
en’s work and leadership in journalism, and on representations of race and
gender in media. Her work has been published in journalism & Mass
Communication Quarterly, Newspaper Research Journal, Journal of Sports Media,
Media Report to Women, Columbia Journalism Review, and American Journalism.
She received her PhD in journalism from the University of Missouri-Columbia.
She worked as a newspaper reporter for 14 years, including 12 years at 7he
Dallas Morning News.

Michelle Ferrier is the founder of Troll-Busters.com: Online Pest Control for
Women Writers. She is an entrepreneur, professor, and speaker around media
innovation and digital culture. As an associate professor at the E.W. Scripps
School of Journalism at Ohio University, Ferrier directs the Media Deserts
Project that uses geographic information systems to map the media ecosystem in
the United States. With a research focus on media entreprencurship, digital
identity, social media, and online communities, Ferrier has developed experien-
tial learning and curriculum for higher education around media innovation and
entrepreneurship.

Maxwell Foxman is a PhD candidate in communications at Columbia
University, where he studies the playful experience of early adopters of digital
communications technology with a focus on virtual reality developers. Foxman’s
previous work primarily surrounded the use of games and play in non-game
environments, including politics, social media, and, most recently, the news.
Before beginning his PhD, Foxman spent five years in secondary school educa-
tion, where he founded an independent study program.



Xviii Notes on Contributors

Mary Anne Franks is a professor of law at the University of Miami School of
Law, where she teaches First Amendment law, criminal law and procedure, family
law, and a course on law and technology. She is also the vice-president and legisla-
tive & tech policy director of the Cyber Civil Rights Initiative, a nonprofit organi-
zation dedicated to combating online abuse. She is an expert on the intersection
between privacy, civil rights, technology, and constitutional law and frequently
advises legislators and technology industry leaders on these issues. She is the author
of the forthcoming book 7he Constitutional Cult: Extremism in American Law and
Politics (2018), in addition to numerous scholarly and popular press articles.
Professor Franks holds a J.D. from Harvard Law School and doctorate and mas-
ter’s degrees from Oxford University, where she studied as a Rhodes Scholar.

Barbara Friedman is an associate professor at the School of Media and
Journalism at the University of North Carolina. Her work emphasizes construc-
tions and contestations of gender, race, and class in historical and contemporary
mass media. Currently, her work focuses on media and sexual violence. She is
co-director of The Irina Project (TIP), which monitors media representations of
sex trafficking and advocates for the responsible and accurate reporting of the
issue. She earned her PhD from the University of Missouri-Columbia. Before
entering academia, Friedman spent 16 years reporting news and features for
metro dailies, community weeklies, and magazines.

Nisha Garud-Patkar is an assistant professor at San Jose State University. Her
research interests include digital media, conflict and terrorism, and international
communication. She has seven years of newspaper experience, working as a
reporter, features writer, and an editor at various English dailies in India, includ-
ing Daily News and Analysis and The Times of India. She has also worked as a
visiting faculty at the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication,
University of Pune, India. She holds a Master of Science in journalism and mass
communication from E.W. Scripps School of Journalism at Ohio University in
Athens, Ohio.

Sheila Gibbons is the editor of Media Report to Women (www.mediareportto-
women.com), the quarterly newsletter that publishes research, news, and com-
mentary about gender and media. She is the co-author of 7aking Their Place: A
Documentary History of Women and Journalism and Exploring Mass Media for a
Changing World. She has been a journalist and public relations executive for
several organizations, including Gannett Co., Inc., a member of the journalism
faculty at the University of Maryland, and has more recently been active as a
freelance writer/editor and a communications consultant.


http://www.mediareporttowomen.com
http://www.mediareporttowomen.com

Notes on Contributors Xix

Tarleton Gillespie is a principal researcher at Microsoft Research, New
England, as a member of the Social Media Collective. He is also an affiliated
associate professor in the Department of Communication and the Department
of Information Science at Cornell University. Gillespie’s research focuses on the
ongoing controversies surrounding digital media and commercial providers. His
work examines the implications of online media platforms as the new distribu-
tors of cultural and political discourse, and the mediating role played by algo-
rithms for public knowledge and discourse. His forthcoming book will examine
how content guidelines imposed by social media platforms set the terms for
what counts as “appropriate” user contributions, and ask how this private gover-
nance of cultural values has broader implications for freedom of expression and
public discourse. He received his PhD in communication from the University of
California, San Diego.

Lucy Hackworth is an emerging feminist scholar in the field of online harass-
ment, with a background in anthropology and queer/feminist community
development. She obtained an Erasmus Mundus Master’s Degree in Women’s
and Gender Studies from the Central European University and the University of
Utrecht, during which she completed an investigative thesis into the profiles and
behavior patterns of users who attack women online. Hackworth has previously
published in the area of ICT use and social adaptation to climate change. She
has since been involved in an Australian national working group to address
online harassment. Hackworth is currently based in Adelaide, where she works
in the field of violence prevention.

Dustin Harp is an assistant professor in the Department of Communication
and an affiliated faculty member of the Women’s and Gender Studies Program
at the University of Texas at Arlington. Her research explores intersections
between women and marginalized communities, journalism, and mass commu-
nication, with a specific interest in new media technologies and social media.
From a critical and feminist perspective, she primarily considers how groups are
represented in mediated discourses and ways in which they have been situated as
producers of news and knowledge, particularly in the digital environment. Her
research appears in top mass communication, gender, and media journals. Harp
received her doctorate degree from the University of Wisconsin, Madison,
School of Mass Communication and her master’s degree from the School of
Journalism at the University of Texas at Austin.

Melissa Janoske is an assistant professor in the Department of Journalism and
Strategic Media at the University of Memphis, where she is Public Relations



XX Notes on Contributors

Division head and assistant director of Graduate Studies. She teaches and
researches in public relations, social media, and crisis communication. Recent
publications appear in journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management, Public
Relations Review, and Journal of Communication Management. Dr. Janoske earned
her PhD at the University of Maryland, where her dissertation was funded by
the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism
(START), a Department of Homeland Security Center of Excellence.

Joy Jenkins is a doctoral candidate at the University of Missouri School of
Journalism. A former magazine editor, she holds a Master of Science in mass
communication and media management from Oklahoma State University and
a Bachelor of Arts in journalism from the University of Oklahoma. Jenkins’
research focuses on the role of local media in facilitating social change, the
changing roles of journalists in newsrooms, and magazine journalism from soci-
ology of news, critical, and feminist perspectives. Her work has been published
in Journalism Studies; Journalism: Theory, Practice and Critique; Journalism

Practice; and New Media & Society, among others.

Jinsook Kim is a PhD candidate in Media Studies in the Department of Radio-
Television-Film at the University of Texas at Austin. She earned her MA in
Women’s Studies from Ewha Womans University in South Korea, and worked
as a rescarcher at the Korean Womens Institute and Korean Women’s
Development Institute. Her research interests are in feminist perspectives on
new media technologies, hate speech, and social movements. Her works have
appeared in peer-reviewed journals, including Feminist Media Studies and
Communication, Culture & Critique. She is currently working on a dissertation
exploring online misogynistic discourse and anti-hate activism in South Korea.

Victoria LaPoe is an assistant professor of audio, visual, and digital media at
Ohio University. She is co-author of the book, Indian Country: Telling a Story in
a Digital Age, which evaluates how digital media are changing the rich cultural
act of storytelling within Native communities. /ndian Country contains inter-
views with more than 40 Native journalists around the country to understand
how digital media possibly advances the distribution of storytelling within the
American-Indian community. She is also co-author of Oil and Water: Media
Lessons from Hurricane Katrina and the Deepwater Horizon Disaster. Oil and
Water explores the visuals and narratives associated with both disasters. Victoria
is also the American Indian Editor for the Media Diversity Forum. She is a
Native American Journalists lifetime member and a current board member for
the Native American Journalists Association.



Notes on Contributors XXi

Amanda Mabry-Flynn is an assistant professor in the Charles H. Sandage
Department of Advertising at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She
received a PhD in advertising from the University of Texas at Austin. Her research
focuses on exploring the role social and cultural norms play in advertising and
marketing with a focus on public health social marketing campaigns. Specifically,
she explores how normative influence relates to gender stereotypes, cultural con-
ceptions of masculinity and femininity, and the prevalence of sexual violence.

Stephanie Madden is an assistant professor in the Department of Journalism
and Strategic Media at the University of Memphis. Her research explores the
intersection between public relations, activism, risk/crisis communication, and
social media. She earned her PhD from the University of Maryland. Previously,
Madden was a full-time communication researcher at the National Consortium
for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START), a Department
of Homeland Security Center of Excellence. Recent publications appear in
Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management, Communication Teacher, Public
Relations Review, and Review of Communication.

Adrienne Massanari is an assistant professor in the Department of Communication
at the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). Her recent book, Participatory
Culture, Community, and Play: Learning from Reddir (2015), is an ethnographic
exploration of the Reddit platform focused on its culture and politics. Prior to join-
ing UIC, she was at Loyola University Chicago and served as the Director for the
School of Communication’s Center for Digital Ethics and Policy. She also has more
than ten years' experience as a user researcher, information architect, usability spe-
cialist, and consultant in both corporate and educational settings.

Jill Theresa Messing is an associate professor in the School of Social Work at
Arizona State University. She has published more than fifty articles and book
chapters and has been an expert witness in more than twenty domestic violence-
related cases. Messing specializes in intimate partner violence risk assessment,
and is on a research team that is adapting the Danger Assessment for use with
immigrant, refugee, and Native American victims of intimate partner violence.
Messing is committed to evidence-based practice and is concerned with the
development and testing of innovative interventions for victims of intimate
partner violence.

David B. Nieborg is an assistant professor of media studies at the University of
Toronto. He holds a PhD in Media Studies from the University of Amsterdam
and was affiliated as a postdoctoral research fellow with MIT, the University of
Amsterdam, and the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He has published on the



XXii Notes on Contributors

political economy of the game industry, the military-entertainment complex, and
games journalism. He had a decade-long career in newspaper journalism and his
work is published in academic outlets such as New Media ¢ Society, Social Media
+ Society, the European Journal for Cultural Studies, and Fibreculture Journal.

Gwendelyn S. Nisbett is an assistant professor in the Mayborn School of
Journalism at the University of North Texas. She received her PhD from the
University of Oklahoma in social influence and political communication in
2011. Nisbetts research examines the intersection of mediated social influence,
political communication, and popular culture. Her research incorporates a mul-
timethod approach to understanding the influence of fandom and celebrity in
political and civic engagement.

Candi Carter Olson is an assistant professor at Utah State University. Her
research interests focus on women’s press clubs as agents of change, newswom-
en’s history, and women’s use of social media to build community and organize
activist groups. She received a 2012-2013 American Association of University
Women American Fellowship, a 2015-2016 Mountain West Center research
grant, and the 2016 American Journalism Rising Scholar award. She has pub-
lished in Jjournalism and Mass Communication Quarterly, Journalism History,
Feminist Media Studies, Pennsylvania History, and Media Report to Women, and
she has an article forthcoming in American Journalism. Carter Olson is also the
2017 chair of the Association for Education in Mass Communication and
Journalism’s Commission on the Status of Women.

Paromita Pain is a doctoral candidate in the School of Journalism at The
University of Texas at Austin. She has ten years’ experience as a newspaper
reporter. Her research focuses on citizen journalism and gender empowerment.
Her work has been published in journalism & Mass Communication Educator,
Journalism Practice, and Media Asia.

Lauren Reed is an assistant professor in the School of Social Work at Arizona
State University. Reed conducts research on the use of social media and mobile
phones as a context and tool for dating and sexual violence among youth.
Her work focuses on the gendered experience and consequences of digital media
abuse. Reed has served as a counselor and crisis intervention social worker for
survivors of domestic violence and has facilitated several youth-led dating vio-
lence prevention programs in schools and community settings. She seeks to
bring a youth participatory lens to gendered youth violence.



Notes on Contributors XXiii

Kaitlyn Regehr is an ethnographer and documentarian. Her work has appeared
in academic and popular print outlets, including Variety Magazine and the Los
Angeles Times. Regehr has created documentary content for networks such as Super
Channel (CA), SWR (DE) and ARTE (FR). Often employing film ethnography,
her work has explored intersections between gender, performance, and politics in
female-driven communities. Her recent research examines global digital feminism
and social media campaigns, including those responding to sexual violence. Her
book with photographer Matilda Temperley, on one of the first sex worker unions
in America, 7he League of Exotic Dancers was released in May of 2017.

Jessica Ringrose is a professor of sociology of gender and education at the
University College London Institute of Education. Her work develops innova-
tive feminist approaches to understanding subjectivity, affectivity, and assem-
bled power relations. Recent research explores teen feminism in schools, and
young people’s networked sexual cultures and uses of social media. Her books
include: Post-Feminist Education? (2013); Deleuze and Research Methodologies
(2013); Children, Sexuality and Sexualisation (2015); and she is currently work-
ing on two new books Gender, Activism and #FeministGirl (with Emma Renold),
and Digital Feminist Activism: Girls and Women Fight Back against Rape Culture
(with Kaitlynn Mendes and Jessalynn Keller).

ScottR. Stroud is an associate professor in the Department of Communication
Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. He has been a visiting fellow in the
Center for the Study of Democratic Politics at Princeton University. His work
focuses on the intersection of philosophy, ethics, and rhetoric. He is the author
of John Dewey and the Artful Life and Kant and the Promise of Rhetoric.

Jacqueline Ryan Vickery is an assistant professor in the Department of Media
Arts at the University of North Texas; she earned her PhD from the University
of Texas at Austin. Vickery conducts qualitative and feminist research on teens’
and women’s digital media practices. She is the author of Worried About the
Wrong Things: Youth, Risk, & Opportunity in the Digital World (2017) and co-
author of 7he Digital Edge: How Black and Hispanic Youth Are Reimagining the
Digital Divide (in press). Her teaching focuses on digital media, media theory,
digital activism, and youth media. Additionally, she is the founder and facilita-
tor of a digital storytelling workshop for teens in foster care.

Rowena Briones Winkler is the managing director of the Oral Communication
Program in the Department of Communication at the University of Maryland.
Her research agenda explores how social media and technology impact these



XXiv Notes on Contributors

areas in terms of campaign development and relationship building, particularly
in the areas of sexual health, crisis communication, and risk communication.
Currently, Briones Winkler has been conducting research on the use of digital
media for digital activism and social justice. She is developing strategies for
using social media in bystander interventions for sexual assault/domestic vio-
lence victim outreach and diversity and inclusion initiatives, particularly on col-
lege campuses.

David Wolfgang is an assistant professor of Journalism and Media
Communication at Colorado State University, where he teaches communication
law and media in society. Wolfgang’s research focuses on public discourse and
media sociology. In particular, he studies the relationship between journalists
and online commenters. Wolfgang is a former journalist and holds a law degree
and PhD from the University of Missouri. Wolfgang’s work has been published
in_Journalism, Journalism Studies, Journalism Practice, Digital Journalism, and the

Journal of Public Deliberation.

Jinglun Zhang is a third-year undergraduate studying journalism and econom-
ics at Tsinghua University in China and was an exchange student in the School
of Journalism at the University of Texas at Austin during the fall 2016 semester.
She was the editor of the editorial department at Qingxin Times student newspa-
per at Tsinghua University and worked as a general reporter at 7he Daily Texan
student newspaper during her semester in Austin. She aspires to pursue a career
in journalism, especially using data and digital storytelling.



Fig. 1.1
Fig. 1.2
Fig. 1.3
Fig. 1.4
Fig. 1.5
Fig. 2.1
Fig. 6.1
Fig. 6.2

Fig. 6.3

Fig. 6.4

List of Figures

1913 Women’s Suffrage March, Washington, D.C. (Library of
Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, LC-B2-2513-6)
Ida B. Wells-Barnett and other suffragists march in D.C., 1913
(Chicago Daily Tribune photograph, March 5, 1913)
Women’s March on Washington, D.C., January 21, 2017
(Photo credit: Jacqueline Ryan Vickery)

Women’s March on Washington, D.C., January 21, 2017
(Photo credit: Tracy Everbach)

Online Abuse Wheel (Credit: Soraya Chemaly, Debjani

Roy & Women’s Media Center)

Example of the Feel Fearless campaign; the website has been
blacked out for privacy concerns (Author photo)

Percentage of individual author contributions at the

Los Angeles Times

Percentage of individual author contributions at 7he
Washington Post

Percentage of individual author contributions at Vice

(Not all single contribution authors are represented in

figure for the sake of ease of viewing.)

Timeline of mainstream articles featuring Gamergate
published from June 2014 to May of 2016

12

32

119

119

120

122

XXV



List of Tables

Table 11.1  Summary of studies focusing on technology-based
abuse among women with severe IPV histories 214
Table 17.1  Anti-street harassment initiatives 334

XXVii



®

Check for
updates

1

The Persistence of Misogyny:
From the Streets, to Our Screens,
to the White House

Jacqueline Ryan Vickery and Tracy Everbach

In 1913, the day before U.S. President Woodrow Wilson’s inauguration,
thousands of long-skirted women ascended upon Washington, D.C. to
fight for their right to vote. As organizers Alice Paul, Lucy Burns, Marcy
Church Terrell, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, and other members of the National
American Woman Suffrage Association and the Delta Sigma Theta soror-
ity demonstrated, male onlookers harassed, jeered, and attacked them
physically. Throughout Wilson’s presidency, suffragists picketed in front
of the White House, where they endured more physical assaults and
arrests. It was the women, and not their attackers, who ended up in
prison. Alice Paul eventually staged a hunger strike and was sent to an
asylum, where she was force-fed (Cott 1987; “Suffragist Alice Paul clashed
with Woodrow Wilson” n.d.; “Women of protest” n.d.; Zahniser and Fry
2014). Eventually the women’s bravery, perseverance, and activism paid

J. R. Vickery ()
Department of Media Arts, University of North Texas, Denton, TX, USA

T. Everbach
Mayborn School of Journalism, Digital/Print Journalism, University of North
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off: The Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, giving women
the right to vote, finally passed in 1920. However, the suffragist move-
ment still had a problem: it strategically marginalized women of color in
many ways; for example, by privileging white women’s rights at the
expense of black men’s rights. The only African American organization to
participate in the march—Delta Sigma Theta—was forced to stand in the
back of the demonstration. Up until the 1960s many people of color,
particularly in the South, still faced barriers to voting such as paying poll
taxes, passing literacy tests, or facing jail time for violating absurd laws
intended to keep blacks from voting (Bernard 2013; Fields-White 2011;
“Race and Voting in the Segregated South” n.d.) (Figs. 1.1 and 1.2).

A little more than a century later, on November 8, 2016, enthusiastic
feminists gathered to watch the U.S. presidential election results. Earlier
in the day, some had gone to the polls wearing pantsuits, the signature
clothing of Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton. Most polls had shown
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Fig. 1.1 1913 Women'’s Suffrage March, Washington, D.C. (Library of Congress,
Prints & Photographs Division, LC-B2-2513-6)
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Wells-Barnett marching with other women suffragists in a parade in Washington, D.C., 1913

Fig. 1.2 Ida B. Wells-Barnett and other suffragists march in D.C., 1913 (Chicago
Daily Tribune photograph, March 5, 1913)

Clinton in the lead over Republican candidate Donald J. Trump, who
had run a blatantly sexist campaign highlighted by an Access Hollywood
tape that featured him bragging about grabbing a woman’s genitals.
Finally, many women thought, the glass ceiling would be broken and the
first woman president would be elected. Clinton even booked the Jacob
K. Javits Center in Manhattan, a building with a huge glass ceiling, to
make her victory speech (Flegenheimer 2016).

As the election results began to roll in, it slowly became clear that the
election was not going to turn out as Clinton supporters expected. Nor did
the outcome reflect what most news media outlets, polling organizations,
and major newspaper endorsements had predicted. Although Clinton
won the U.S. popular vote, the majority of white women helped Trump
win the electoral votes to become the 45th president of the United States.

Trump’s long history of misogynistic and racist behaviors, which can
be documented for at least four decades (Cohen 2017), is undeniably
disturbing. But what is perhaps equally concerning is the extent to which
he deliberately used media interviews and his personal Twitter account to
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unapologetically broadcast and draw attention to his atrocious views and
behavior. He boasted of entering beauty contest dressing rooms to gaze
at partially dressed women and young girls. He told his friend Philip
Johnson that, “you have to treat ’em [women] like shit” (Suebsaeng
2015). After Marie Brenner wrote an article about Trump for Vanity Fair
that he did not like, he boasted of pouring a bottle of wine down her
back, then accused her of lying and attempted to discredit her claim by
stating she is “extremely unattractive” (Rosenberg 2016). In a 2013
tweet, he blamed female soldiers for their own sexual assaults because the
military allows men and women to serve together (Mehta 2016). In
2015, a college student, Lauren Batchelder, asked Trump at a political
forum how his policies would affect women and commented that she
didn’t think he was “a friend to women.” The next day Trump tweeted
that Batchelder was an “arrogant young woman” who questioned him
“in such a nasty fashion.” Men then sent her online death and rape
threats and sexually harassed her via phone calls; this continued for more
than a year. Trump used Twitter to incite attacks against a private citizen,
yet he never apologized nor denounced the harassment his supporters
propagated (Johnson 2016).

Trump’s misogyny was blatant. His comments were highly publicized
and could not be written off as occasional remarks that were taken out of
context. His election win felt like a slap in the face to feminists who
fought for equality and women’s rights. The longstanding battle to create
and accept women’s roles in public places and as figures of authority was
reinforced once again. Sexism was out in the open and undeniable, and,
appallingly, many white women were embracing it. The struggle for
equality seemed to fail once again. Misogyny was alive and well and mov-
ing into the White House.

However, feminists continued to fight back. The day after the election
they used Facebook to organize the Women’s March on Washington. As
history could predict, this was an organization initially headed solely by
white women; after warranted criticism, however, the planning commit-
tee expanded to include several women of color (Bates 2017). The day
after Trump’s inauguration, halfa million people marched in Washington,
D.C. The march became a worldwide phenomenon, with 2.6 million
people marching against misogyny, racism, and other injustices in all 50
U.S. states and on all 7 continents (Pictures from Women’s Marches...
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2017; Przybyla and Schouten 2017). Demonstrators held signs endors-
ing various humanitarian and equal rights causes: “Marching for Rights!
Equality! The Planet! The Future!” “All of Us Together. Women Men
Black White Gay Straight Disabled Young Old Native Come Here <3.”
“They Tried to Bury Us. But They Didn’'t Know We Were Seeds” (“Why
we march” 2017). Still, we cannot overlook the ways the movement mar-
ginalized women of color, some of whom blamed organizational racism
for their decision not to participate; to be intersectional and inclusive
Western feminism has to center the voices, experiences, and bodies of
women of color (Bates 2017; Mosthof 2017) (Figs. 1.3 and 1.4).

After the march feminists continued to organize further. Concerted
efforts to elect women candidates in local, state, and federal elections

Fig. 1.3 Women’s March on Washington, D.C., January 21, 2017 (Photo credit:
Jacqueline Ryan Vickery)
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Fig. 1.4 Women’s March on Washington, D.C., January 21, 2017 (Photo credit:
Tracy Everbach)

cropped up across the United States. Emily’s List, a group that supports
and promotes progressive women candidates, reported that after Trump’s
election the number of women expressing interest in running for office
increased more than 1,000%—from about 900 in 2016 to 11,000 from
January to April 2017 (O’Keefe and DeBonis 2017).

We want to emphasize that this book is not about Trump. But the
election of Trump—and the ways he unapologetically continues to
use digital media to humiliate, shame, and mobilize people to harass
women—yprovides an apropos jumping-off point for thinking about and
contextualizing contemporary media culture at the intersection of gen-
der, power, and technology. Likewise, the opening examples of feminist
activism highlight the ways in which feminism continues to ignore racism
in problematic and oppressing ways. Our purpose is to critically analyze
the ways media and digital technologies mediate misogyny, gender-
based harassment, racism, and violence against women. We also aim to
uncover some of the ways feminists are using digital media technologies
to fight back against harassment, sexism, and assault. Finally, we posit
what we can do to work toward a solution for this pervasive inequality.
We look at these problems with an interdisciplinary, intersectional, and
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multimethod approach rooted in feminist and media theories. It is our
intent that this collection of essays expands our theoretical thinking and
practical approaches to creating more inclusive and equitable spaces—
both online and offline—not just for women, but for all marginalized
and targeted communities.

Before the Internet There Was Mediated
Misogyny... Or... Why We Can’t Just Blame
the Internet

Women have long been subjected to and battled misogyny, including
problematic sexist and racist media portrayals. Building on the work of
communication scholars George Gerbner and Larry Gross (1976), Gaye
Tuchman, Arlene Kaplan Daniels, and James Benet (1978) have referred
to mass media’s marginalization of women as “symbolic annihilation.”
Despite being more than half the population, women are trivialized, ste-
reotyped, and condemned in mass media portrayals, which contributes
to their continued marginalization in society. In a 2013 update to her
research, Tuchman noted that the Internet’s prevalence has contributed
further to women’s exclusion, through audience fragmentation and the
echo chambers caused by politically polarizing social media. Simply, if
women are underrepresented and minimized, then they are accepted as
less powerful than men; their status as second-class members of society
persists.

Mass media perpetuate these social constructions on a daily basis.
Feminist film scholar Laura Mulvey (1975) argues that visual media posi-
tion spectators from a masculine perspective and frame images of women
through a lens of the “male gaze.” Women and the world are viewed from
a male perspective in which women are presented as objects of hetero-
sexual male pleasure. Consequently, women also learn to view themselves
from a heteronormative masculine perspective. The stereotypical,
mediated portrayals of women as sexual objects, judged by their appear-
ance, and as passive members of society who lack power, contributes to
the normalization of violence, shaming, and abuse against women,

including online abuse (Wood 2015).



