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Foreword

It gives me great pleasure to present to you this important work of the Centre for
Management in Agriculture (CMA), Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad,
India (IIMA). This is the 250th work in our series of published books and mono-
graphs since 1971. CMA has been actively engaged in research on important
current topics and challenges in the management of the food, agriculture,
agribusiness and rural sectors of the country and the world. The Centre is supported
by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Government of India, and
undertakes policy and evaluative research studies for the Ministry, and also con-
ducts research on its own and for other national and international organisations.
This spans policies and initiatives in topics such as the management of agricultural
inputs, agro-processing, agri-food marketing, rural infrastructure, institutions,
grass-roots innovations, appropriate technologies for agriculture, new technologies
like GMOs, international agricultural trade and WTO issues, global competitive-
ness, commodity markets, food safety and quality including organic food, food
supermarkets, food value chains and farmer collectives such as producer
companies.

Food security continues to be a major challenge for a huge number of countries
in the world, and within this, rice is the staple food for more than half of the world’s
population. Rice is the number one food staple in India, and being the second
largest producer and consumer of rice in the world, India also substantially influ-
ences the global rice economy. There has been a downturn in the rice productivity
growth in India in the recent years, and there is an urgent need for new break-
throughs in rice production technologies to ensure food security. The System of
Rice Intensification (SRI) is a significant and promising new technology which not
only boosts rice productivity substantially but is also more environment-friendly
and sustainable than existing conventional technologies.

The present research examines the adoption of this promising technology by
Indian farmers, studying the factors influencing adoption, the intensity of adoption,
and the welfare gains possible through it in major rice producing states of India. It is
based on primary data collected through a comprehensive household survey of 386
SRI adopters and non-adopters spread across southern, central and eastern regions
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of India spanning six districts in the states of Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and
Orissa. The results offer unique policy-relevant insights on the adoption of new
technologies, the impact of SRI on improving rice productivity and household
incomes, as well as the constraints the farmers face, and the need to address them
with appropriate policy interventions.

I am sure the study will be found useful by policymakers, researchers, and those
seeking to promote new technologies such as SRI, as well as others interested in
agricultural policy, new technology adoption, food security, and the welfare of
farmers.

June 2017 Vasant P. Gandhi
Chairperson
Centre for Management in Agriculture

Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad
Ahmedabad, India
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